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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, IC, NATO 

SUB J : IDF RETENTION ISSUE: PEOPLE S ALLIANCE MINISTER 
ATTACKS NORWEGIANS 

WHEN QUERIED BY PRESS ABOUT SPEECH AT NORDIC COUNCIL MEETING 
IN STOCKHOLM FEB 17 IN WHICH PA MINISTER MAGNUS KJARTANSSON 
ATTACKED NORWAY FOR INTERFERING IN ICELANDIC INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
BY COMMENTING ON KEFLAVIK BASE ISSUE, FONMIN AGUSTSSON SAID ONLY 
HE REGRETTED ISSUE HAD BEEN RAISED IN THAT FORUM AND DID NOT 
THINK THAT HAD BEEN APPROPRIATE PLACE FOR SUCH DISCUSSION. 

WITH NO NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED HERE ON MONDAY, LOCAL REACTION 
SO FAR IS LIMITED ALTHOUGH ATTACK ON NORWEGIANS IS NOT LIKELY 
TO BE POPULAR. 

FOR STOCKHOLM, COPENHAGEN, OSLO AND HELSINKI: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 02 REYKJA 00298 181757Z 

WOULD APPRECIATE REPORT OF ANY SIGNIFICANT LOCAL REACTION. 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



COMMENT: SINCE PUBLICATION OF FEB 7 SPEECH BY PRIMIN IN WHICH 
HE SAID IT WOULD BE "UNREALISTIC" TO THINK THAT US TROOPS 
WOULD HAVE DEPARTED BY END OF PRESENT ELECTORAL TERM, BALL HAS 
BEEN IN PEOPLE S ALLIANCE COURT AND REACTION HAD TO BE EXPECTED. 
ATTACKING NORWEGIANS IS CONVENIENT WAY OF ATTACKING PRIMIN AND 
PROGRESSIVE PARTY WITHOUT SAYING SO. SINCE ATTACK WAS 
DELIVERED IUST IN TIME FOR REPORT TO REACH REYKJAVIK SIMUL- 
TANEOUSLY WITH ARRIVAL OF NORWEGIAN FONMIN FRYDENLUND, IT 
OBVIOUSLY WAS ALSO AIMED TO INTIMIDATE HIM AND OFFSET ANYTHING 
HE MIGHT SAY. PA MAY FIND THIS STEP TO BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE 
IN ICELANDIC PUBLIC OPINION. 

MARTIN 
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